BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

CONCERNING WINNIE AND ERNIE WALKER

Winnie Hale Walker was born in Whiteside, Tennessee in 1919.  Joseph Ernest Walker,  Jr. was born in Richard City, Tennessee in the same year.  Winnie and Ernest dated during high school and were married after high school graduation.  They both then enrolled at Auburn University.  Winnie dropped out of college at the time she had her first child.  Ernest graduated with a degree in engineering and went to work for the Tennessee Valley Authority around 1941.  He then joined the Navy and served throughout World War II, returning with Winnie to Chattanooga and TVA after the war.  

In Chattanooga, Winnie and Ernie attended St. Paul’s Episcopal Church where they became close friends with the then Rector, John Vander Horst.  They were extremely active in Episcopal Church activities in Chattanooga and in approximately 1954 were founding members of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church on Signal Mountain.  After John Vander Horst became Bishop of Tennessee, he asked Winnie and Ernie to move to and run DuBose.  The couple left a life of affluence to respond to this calling and relocated to Monteagle in 1956, with their three children, Ernest, William and Janet.  Shortly after moving to Monteagle, Winnie and Ernie founded the Church of the Holy Comforter to provide a place for local residents to worship as Episcopalians.  The Walkers remained at DuBose for the next 22 years.  In addition to taking the Conference Center to new heights in terms of the maintenance and condition of the buildings and other property, they set new standards for  quality of service to guests. Also, they oversaw the most successful period in the history of Camp Gailor-Maxon.  

Winnie was also a servant to the local community.  She took on the problems and needs of countless residents of Grundy and Marion Counties.  The extent of her involvement was marked by the fact that she had over 90 godchildren in those two counties alone.  Each and every one of these children represented a meaningful effort on Winnie’s part to help them to succeed in life.  She was responsible for supporting many other children in order for them to finish high school and to become productive citizens in the community, even to the extent of taking many of these children into her own home to make sure they had the opportunities she felt they deserved.  

In addition to managing the business of DuBose, Ernest served as Mayor of Monteagle for many years and during his term of office was responsible for establishing the first water and sewer system in the City.  He also founded the fire and police organizations that serve Monteagle and the rural area surrounding it.  In addition, Ernest was very involved in the  life of the University of the South in nearby Sewanee, Tennessee, serving as a Regent of that University and also a member of the Board of Emerald Hodgson Hospital.

The contributions and  sacrifices the Walkers made on behalf of the DuBose Conference Center and the local community should never be forgotten.  Naming the Director’s house in their honor is most appropriate. 
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